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ABSTRACT 



This report examines the performance of students 
transferring from Austin Community College (ACC) (Texas) to one of three 
four-year institutions: the University of Texas (UT) at Austin, Southwest 
Texas State University (SWTSU) , and Texas A&M University (TAMU) in College 
Station. The majority of ACC students (63%) transfer to UT. On average, the 
students do well there in their first semester. Those entering UT in 1996 
earned a first fall semester overall average GPA of 2.78 on a four-point 
grading scale. Students performed better in English and foreign languages 
than in social sciences, math, and science. Compared with all transfer 
students at UT, ACC students performed slightly less well overall and by 
discipline. At SWTSU, which enrolls about 20 percent of ACC's transfer 
students each year, overall average GPA for ACC students from 1991 to 1997 
was 2 . 5- -slightly higher than the average GPA for all community college 
transfer students. Finally, TAMU overall GPAs from 1995 to 1997 indicate that 
ACC transfer students perform as well as or better than other transfer 
students. However, TAMU's system of calculating overall GPAs differs from 
that of UT and SWTSU. Appended is table of data used to calculate these TAMU 
GPAs. (EMH) 
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Austin Community College Transfer Student Performance Report 

Spring 1999 

In April, 1995, the Texas Association of Junior and Community College 
Instructional Administrators (TAJCCIA) recommended Texas community colleges, 
“collect and maintain data to identify specific problems and improve results of student 
transfer from two-year to four-year colleges ."(Transfer Success Work Group Report, 
April, 1995.) 

In response to that recommendation, a previous report examined the transfer rate of 
Austin Community College this report provides information on the performance of 
students at the transfer institution. It attempts to answer the question: 

How Successful are ACC Transfer Students at the Four-Year Institution? 

Transfer student performance data available from the institutions to which ACC 
students transfer varies from institution to institution. Some institutions have provided 
ACC with end of the first year GPAs, while others have provided the number and percent 
of ACC transfer students in “good standing” at the end of an academic year. Some have 
provided comparisons with other transfer students, GPAs in target courses, and some 
provide no data at all. Thus, it is difficult to compose a comprehensive picture of ACC 
transfer student performance at all transfer institutions. What follows are data that are 
available from the individual institutions in which most ACC transfer students enroll. 
These performance data will be presented for each institution. In this report, all students 
previously enrolled at ACC and currently (as of the report data date) enrolled in the 
transfer institution are "transfer students." 

The University of Texas at Austin (UT) enrolls the majority, (63%) of ACC's 
transfer students. Data from UT indicate, on average, ACC transfer students do well in 
their first semester. ACC students entering UT in 1996 earned a first fall semester overall 
average GPA of 2.78 on a four point grading scale; those entering UT in 1994 earned an 
overall average GPA of 2.75. The University also calculated a GPA for each of five 
discipline areas: English, math, science, foreign language and social sciences. For Fall 
1996, ACC transfer student average GPAs by discipline indicate ACC students 
performed better in English (2.66) and foreign language (2.51) than in social sciences 
(2.14), math (2.13), and science (2.02). For 1994, the same pattern was apparent: English 
(2.70) and foreign language (2.59) and social sciences (2.13), math (2.13), and science 
(2.02). From 1994 to 1996, discipline GPAs decreased in English, foreign language, and 
social science, but remained the same for math and science. 

Both in Fall 1996 and Fall 1994, compared to all students transferring to the 
University of Texas at Austin, including students from other universities and those from 
community colleges, ACC students performed only slightly less well overall and in each 
discipline. Table 1 displays these data for ACC and all transfer students. 
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Table 1 : First Fall Semester Performance of ACC Transfer Students 
at The University of Texas 



University of Texas at Austin 


Enrolled 

Summer or Fall 1996 


Enrolled 

Summer or Fall 1994 


ACC 

N=670 


All 

Transfers 

N=2,020 


ACC 

N=625 


All 

Transfers 

N=1,882 


Average UT GPA 


2.78 


2.80 


2.75 


2.75 


Average GPA by Discipline: 


English 


2.66 


2.79 


2.70 


2.69 


Math 


2.13 


2.26 


2.13 


2.23 


Science 


2.02 


2.1 2 


2.02 


2.15 


Foreign Language 


2.51 


2.63 


2.59 


2.59 


Social Sciences 


2.14 


2.23 


2.13 


2.21 



Source: The University of Texas First Year Academic Report, 9/16/98 and 9/24/96 



Southwest Texas State University (SWTSU) enrolls about 20 percent of ACC's 
transfer students each year. Data provided by SWTSU indicate that over the last seven 
years, ACC students have performed well their first fall semester at SWTSU, maintaining 
an overall average GPA that hovers at 2.50 on a four point scale. Additionally, for each 
of those years, compared to students transferring from all other community colleges, the 
average GPA for ACC Transfer Students has been slightly higher than the average GPA 
for All Community College Transfer Students. Table 2 displays these data. 

Table 2: First Fall Semester Performance of ACC Transfer Students to 



Southwest Texas State II 


niversity 


First Fall 
Semester 


ACC Transfer Students 


All Community College 
Transfer Students 


N 


Average GPA 


r n 


Average GPA 


1997 


552 


2.50 


1 ,621 


2.45 


1996 


429 


2.51 


1 ,495 


2.46 


1995 


463 


2.52 


1 ,457 


2.43 


1994 


439 


2.46 


1 ,454 


2.39 


1993 


428 


2.54 


1 ,362 


2.44 


1992 


404 


2.52 


1 ,236 


2.45 


1991 


522 


2.36 


1 ,623 


2.32 



Source: Performance of New Transfer Students from Texas 2-year Institutions Pursuing Their First 
Undergraduate Degree at Southwest Texas State University Reports, 1991-1997 



Texas A&M University (TAMU) in College Station provides data on the 
performance of students who transfer there from ACC in a different and rather interesting 
format. Rather than an overall GPA, TAMU links a “foundation” course taken at the 
institution from which students transfer with its “target” course taken at TAMU, then 
calculates an average GPA for the course for ACC transfer students, all transfer students, 
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and all “native” students (those who took both the foundation and target courses at 
TAMU). See Attachment 1 . 

This type of performance data is useful particularly to faculty, for examining 
indications of strengths and weaknesses of their programs. However, to be able to make 
observations of ACC transfer students' overall performance at TAMU, an overall average 
GPA must be calculated from the course-specific data. The resulting overall average 
GPA's for academic year 1995-1997 indicate ACC students do well in TAMU “target” 
courses, in fact performing as well as, or better than, other transfer students overall in 
“target” courses. As would be expected, native students perform slightly better than 
either of the previously mentioned sub-groups. Table 3 displays these data. 



Table 3: Overall GPAs for Texas A&M University Target Courses 



Report 

Year 


ACC Transfer 
Students 


All Tn 
Stud 


ansfer 

ents 


Native TAMU 
Students 


N 


GPA 


N 


GPA 


N 


GPA 


1997 


382 


2.4 


15,27 

3 


2.4 


46,42 

8 


2.6 


1996 


439 


2.5 


16,01 

3 


2.3 


48,01 

O 


2.6 


1995 


332 


2.5 


12,00 

5 


2.3 


37,32 

9 


2.6 



Source: TAMU Foundation Course Tracking Reports , 1995-1997 



Summary: 

ACC's students who transfer to universities do well, earning first fall semester 
overall GPAs that range from 2.4 to 2.8 in a four point system. ACC transfer students 
perform as well as, or better than, other transfer students from community colleges and 
from universities. 
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Attachment 1: 

TAMU Foundation Course Tracking 
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